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BRIEF FOR: Director of Central Intelligence 

SUBJECT: Research and Development Schedules for the USSR 

Nuclear Weapons Program 


1. The attached letter for your signature is in answer to 
queries by the Chairman of the International Committee on 
Internal Security regarding: 

a* The earliest date on which the Soviets could have 
produced a nuclear weapon. 

b. The status of the USSR nuclear weapons development 
program in 1949 and 1950. 

2. The answer to l.a. and other questions was provided 
verbally by reference to NIS 11-2-56 which is held by ICIS. The 
attached letter provides a more concise answer to l.b. than can 
be obtained from NIE 11-2-56. 
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HEKEEHT SC0V1LLE, JiC 

Assistant Director 
Scientific Intelligence 


Enclosure : 

Letter to ICIS 


NSC review(s) completed. 
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Mr, 1, Valter ?#•(£*/ 

Cotadtto* on Xetoraal 8wm?£%j 

33#? of Jostle* 

muMa^rn 25, 33. C, 


Dear Mr, Imgl/t 


IfedLo latter 1 » 



Us* /Mn 1$# or 1950, 


sw&J to /oar inuttir/ of IS January 2957 
“ that the USSR ooald haw developed. 
States* stable weapons detin,- 


X wrtorotanrt that /on haw boon wd* sow* of Us test 
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A ImdioUrl o wOowt l CT of tbe ao al aa r woa po na or dotteas 
which worn Mod fey fe» M® Ja 1£*9 *®d 19a loads U be- 
llow that their any O n jurOsjrsn wot in o Bitty ®o*o30|*obtax 
stays daidiy this paaiod, -toy oUyo to Mtont ®s®ps®*es^t#- for 
nlsirtiirtf ns dtfjNMNfe sad iwwlaisosirt would hows boss teeUd^UL 
dlffSoHltk rtM&I# notarial* sad serried out %4*h ?- 
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Assistant Director 
3oi«astific Intelligence 




Deputy Director 

s^^4/28 : CIA-RDP80B01 6lf^IltflQdaC020-8 
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3527 -Bepm-taimTt of Justice, ^tlasijutgtoit 25, 33- GL 

January 18, 1957 v'i ijj 7 ! 



Honorable Allen Dulles 
Director 

Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Dulles: 

On December 19, 1956, the Director, FBI, wrote to the ^irect»r. 
Office of Security, Department of State, by memorandum entitled 
"Smuggling into the United States by Russians of Small Atomic Busins, 
Internal Security - R". I received a copy of this memorandum anc 
its distribution list indicates that you received a copy also. A. 
a meeting of the Interdepartmental Committee on internal Security 
scheduled for January 31, 1957, there will be discussion of the 
problems raised by this memorandum. 

The usefulness of such discussion will be enhanced ii we car 7 
have information by the time of the meeting on (l) th e earliest £ 
date at which it is estimated that the Russians nab deyelope an 
atomic bomb, and { 2 ) the general status in 19h9 of the Russian 
fifiomic weapons deWSTSment and research program. I understand txat 
National Intelligence Lstimates of November 1956, on the Soviet 
Atomic Energy Program and on Soviet Capabilities for Attach on tie 
Continental United States,. Its Possessions and Key Overseas Bases, 
contain information pertinent to these questions. I should there- 
fore like to request that these Estimates or appropriate sections 
of them and any other information which you consider relevant to 
my .inquiry be made available prior to January J>1 . 

Sincerely yours, 
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( . J. Walter YeaglCy 
Chairman, Inter d epartmental Corn nit tee 
on Internal Security 
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